A Statement on Why We Need to
Protect Programs for the Poor

In the face of historic deficits, the nation faces unavoidable choices about how to balance needs and resources and
allocate burdens and sacrifices. These choices are economic, political-and moral.

As Christians, we believe the moral measure of the debate is how the most poor and vulnerable people fare. We look
at every budget proposal from the bottom up—how it treats those Jesus called “the least of these” (Matthew 25:45).
They do not have powerful lobbies, but they have the most compelling claim on our consciences and common
resources. The Christian community has an obligation to help them be heard, to join with others to insist that
programs that serve the most vulnerable in our nation and around the world are protected. We know from our
experience serving hungry and homeless people that these programs meet basic human needs and protect the lives
and dignity of the most vulnerable. We believe that God is calling us to pray, fast, give alms and to speak out for
justice.

As Christian leaders, we are committed to fiscal responsibility and shared sacrifice. We are also committed to resist
budget cuts that undermine the lives, dignity, and rights of poor and vulnerable people. Therefore, we join

with others to form a Circle of Protection around programs that meet the essential needs of hungry and poor people at
home and abroad.

1. The nation needs to substantially reduce future deficits, but not at the expense of hungry and poor people.
2. Funding focused on reducing poverty should not be cut. It should be made as effective as possible, but not cut.

3. We urge our leaders to protect and improve poverty-focused development and humanitarian assistance to promote a
better, safer world.

4. National leaders must review and consider tax revenues, military spending, and entitlements in the search for ways
to share sacrifice and cut deficits.

5. A fundamental task is to create jobs and spur economic growth. Decent jobs at decent wages are the best path out of
poverty, and restoring growth is a powerful way to reduce deficits.

6. The budget debate has a central moral dimension. Christians are asking how we protect “the least of these.” “What
would Jesus cut?” “How do we share sacrifice?”

7. As believers, we turn to God with prayer and fasting, to ask for guidance as our nation makes decisions about our
priorities as a people.

8. God continues to shower our nation and the world with blessings. As Christians, we are rooted in the love of God in
Jesus Christ. Our task is to share these blessings with love and justice and with a special priority for those who are
poor.

Budgets are moral documents, and how we reduce future deficits are historic and defining moral choices. As
Christian leaders, we urge Congress and the administration to give moral priority to programs that protect the life
and dignity of poor and vulnerable people in these difficult times, our broken economy, and our wounded world. It
is the vocation and obligation of the church to speak and act on behalf of those Jesus called “the least of these.” This
is our calling, and we will strive to be faithful in carrying out this mission.
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Very Rev. Thomas H. Smolich, S.].
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Rev. Larry Snyder
President, Catholic Charities USA

Richard Stearns
President, World Vision United States

Ervin R. Stutzman

Executive Director, Mennonite Church USA
Stephen J. Thurston

President, National Baptist Convention of America
R. Lamar Vest

President and CEO, American Bible Society
Daniel Vestal

Executive Coordinator, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
Berten A. Waggoner

National Director, Vineyard USA

Bishop George W.C. Walker
Senior Bishop of the AME Zion Church
Jim Wallis
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Gary Walter
President, Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins
General Minister and President, Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ)

Rt. Rev. Elijah Williams
General President, The United Holy Church of America

Dr. Barbara Williams-Skinner
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Dr. Aidsand F. Wright-Riggins III
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Bishop Claire S. Burkat
Bishop of Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod, Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

Bishop Minerva Carcaifio
Bishop of the Desert Southwest Conference, United Methodist Church
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Kate Kooyman

Christian Reformed Church
Rev. Dr. Ken Booker Langston

Director, Disciples Justice Action Network
Michael Livingston

Director, Poverty Initiative, National Council of Churches of Christ
Carlos Malave

Associate for Ecumenical Relationships, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Wendy McFadden

Executive Director and Publisher, Brethren Press, Church of the
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Rev. Dr. Stephen Sidorak
General Secretary, General Commission on Christian Unity and
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